
 

 

 

 

Brechfa Community Public Meeting 

in response to the Whitsun Bank Holiday Rave 

Brechfa Church Hall 

Thursday 31 May 2018 at 5:30pm 

Panel Members: 

Mr Dafydd Llywelyn, Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) 

Chief Constable Mark Collins, Dyfed-Powys Police (CC) 

Jonathan Edwards MP for Carmarthen East and Dinefwr (Chair) 

Also in attendance:  

Chief Inspector Clark Jones-John, PS Elaine Roberts, Councillor Mansel Charles, OPCC 

Staff, members of Brechfa community 

 

 

1. Welcome  

The Chair welcomed the public to the meeting and introduced the panel members.  

 

2. Commissioner’s Response 

The Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) thanked the community of Brechfa for the 

welcome and for attending the meeting at short notice, emphasising his desire to respond 

promptly to the events in Brechfa over the weekend.  The PCC explained his role of acting as 

a bridge between the community and the police, and how important this opportunity was to 

hear from the community in order to resolve issues and to work with them to prevent future 

occurrences. The PCC mentioned that the Rural Crime Forum had recently been held in the 

county, where there are opportunities to collaborate with key rural partners, such as National 

Resources Wales (NRW). It would be possible for important messages raised during tonight’s 

meeting in Brechfa to be discussed at this forum in the future. It was emphasised that there 

were elected members present this evening, and any outcomes would be taken forward 

appropriately by all parties.  

 

3. Operational Update 

Chief Constable Mark Collins (CC) thanked the public for attending, and offered his apologies 

for their disruptive weekend. CC noted that he had just returned from inspecting the rave site, 

alongside the PCC and the Chair. CC started by explaining to the public the reasons behind 

the operational response, namely: DPP did not receive intelligence that the rave was going to 

take place; if such intelligence would have been received, they could have intervened sooner.  

He noted that the event had been arranged by a group of individuals, and by 1am the fast-

moving operation had congregated at Brechfa. With regards to decisions made, CC 

 



emphasised that it would have been operationally dangerous to intervene and move people 

from the site at this point. Considering that alcohol and possibly drugs were being consumed 

on site, there was a risk that attempting to remove the crowd would have potentially escalated 

the situation and created more problems. In addition, it would have been very difficult to deploy 

the number of police officers needed at the early hours of the morning, as well as the 

equipment needed to do so, as it was the Bank Holiday Weekend, and DPP were still 

managing other situations across the force area.  It was noted that DPP has a specialist tactical 

advisor, who is responsible for issuing advice based on the safety of police officers and the 

public, whose advice was: to contain and manage the congregation, and reduce the amount 

of people able to attend the event. Five road blocks were put in place, and on Sunday alone, 

DPP turned over 100 vehicles away from entering the site. CC assured all present that their 

operational decision was the safest way of dealing with the incident, albeit he understood the 

frustrations of the community. 

CC continued by stating that 3 rave incidents had been reported in Brechfa this year, and 

echoed the PCC’s earlier comments that Brechfa must be made inhospitable for raves. CC 

noted that in future, DPP needs to be smarter on social media. He also noted that they are 

pursuing lines of inquiry, for prosecutions to follow. He concluded by saying that the PCC and 

DPP will report back in a couple of months’ time, and confirmed that he is of the view that the 

operational response taken was the safest option.  

4. Questions 

The Chair opened the floor for questions, where several members of the public posed 

questions to the panel. The common themes of this session were, as follows:  

Several representations were made on the delay in response and deployment of police to the 

rave site as the event unfolded overnight, and frustrations conveyed on the lack of police 

presence on site.  Members of the public explained how initial phone calls reporting the 

incident were made as the first cars started to arrive, with several follow-up calls, as the police 

were apparently not being deployed.  It was noted that hundreds of cars were arriving at a 

very fast pace and heading to a particular direction. The complainants were frustrated and 

angry at the slow response by the police, and due to the fact that no effort was made by police 

to attempt to remove the rave from the site. A few individuals noted how they felt threatened 

as several rave-goers had parked close to their residence and acting inappropriately by 

drinking and urinating on the road. It was also suggested that road blocks applied by police 

may not have been in the best location, and not put in place early enough, with alternative 

locations suggested by the public.  

CC responded noting that DPP were also policing other serious issues at the early 

hours of the Bank Holiday Weekend, and that a large deployment of police to the rave 

site would have been difficult. He understood their frustrations but noted that further 

deployment would have been impossible. The Chair asked CC to explain their Road 

Block Strategy, to which he explained that they can be moved around. CC stated that 

they will review the operational process.  

Questions were raised on the way in which the police had dealt with the end stages of the 

event on the Monday after the main rave-goers had left, and specifically why the police couldn’t 

deal with the organisers at that point (eg order to remove vehicles). Similar frustrations were 

received on how a member of the public had turned up on the Monday evening, where the 

speaker rigs were still playing loud music. The individual concerned asked for the music to be 

switched off, and they agreed to do so. The public were frustrated and questioned why the 

police hadn’t intervened previously with requests like this.  



CC re-iterated that a live investigation is ongoing and that the pursuit of the organisers 

remains open. The Chair noted that he would ask about those powers available to the 

Police in Parliament next week. 

Frustrations were noted as there is a sign in the forest stating that the police have rights to 

move vehicles and questions were raised why this wasn’t the case. It was also queried 

whether car registration numbers were taken and shared with other Police Forces, as the 

drivers would probably have been driving under the influence when leaving the site. CC stated 

that any vehicles remaining on site will be removed within 7 days. He also replied that they do 

have footage of the cars involved.  

In looking to the future, it was asked how the Police would act differently to prevent raves from 

happening again, and what they would do should they receive early indications of such raves 

accumulating. The public were concerned whether Police would be able to deal with similar 

situations again as they appeared to be under-resourced. A member of the community 

progressed in asking how the public can assist the police in future prevention techniques.  In 

discussing collaboration with the public, an individual stated their concern that they had 

reported car registration numbers of suspicious looking vehicles in the forest last year, and 

questioned whether the Police did anything with such intelligence.  

CC replied that they have to manage finite resources. Only one car could be deployed 

at a time, as they were dealing with other 999 calls over the Bank Holiday Weekend. 

He confirmed that they can check vehicles, and they will do so. With regard to being 

under-resourced, CC replied that they have increased capacity, but they do not have 

resources to handle going on-site in the dark at night to deal with 1,500 people. CC 

noted that in future, should the public see suspicious looking vehicles in the area, to 

report it to the Police. He also noted that in future the Police need to be smarter on 

social media, and they need to gather more intelligence. He stated that there are key 

dates, and that DPP need to work closer with partners. He also stated that a review is 

taking place operationally, for lessons to be learnt.  

 

Concerns were raised in relation to forest gates, and that it seems that the forest gates are 

never shut, in order to stop vehicles from entering. In this sense, it was asked what 

recommendations would be given to NRW so that they can help stop unauthorised vehicles 

from entering.  

The Chair noted that he will personally raise this issue with NRW, and the PCC stated 

that this is exactly why the Rural Crime Forum has been established, and that this 

issue will also be raised through this newly-established Forum.  The PCC emphasised 

that in moving forward, a partnership approach must be adopted. The PCC would 

report back to the public after liaising with NRW. It was questioned by another member 

of the public whether NRW would have any funding to pay for more gates if needed.  

Frustrations were noted as individuals felt that DPP may have contributed to the influx of 

people arriving the rave as DPP’s post on social media spiralled and made people aware of 

its location. Public also commended the Police Officers deployed onto the site, saying that 

their attitude was fantastic. One individual felt that there was a difference in attitude between 

police management and police officers.  

In moving forward, the PCC said that the whole purpose of meeting tonight was to hear from 

the public, and discuss how things could be done differently and thanked them for their 

contribution. He explained his background in Force Intelligence and the importance of this 

work. The PCC stated that we need to learn from lessons when we plan for the future policing 

of DPP. He also stated that it is possible for him to lobby Welsh Government on funding issues, 

and that he would be willing to consider utilising the Proceeds of Crime funding channels to 



support the community. He noted that everyone present should sign the attendance register 

so that he could contact them for further progress, and thanked all for attending.  

 

5. Close and Actions 

1. The Police and Crime Commissioner and Jonathan Edwards MP will open 
discussions with National Resources Wales.   

2. Jonathan Edwards MP stated that he would be writing to National Resources 
Wales and asking a question in Parliament. 

3. The Chief Constable committed to undertaking a review of processes, and to 
follow up prosecutions.   

4. The Police and Crime Commissioner will organise a follow-up public meeting, to 
be arranged in approximately 8 weeks’ time with updates on the investigation.   
 

The meeting closed at 6:30pm 

 

 

  


